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ABOUT SUSTAINABLE TABLE
Founded in 2009, Sustainable Table is a not-for-profit organisation working to
build a food system that is fair, healthy, humane and good for the environment.
The way our food is grown, manufactured and distributed is causing serious damage to our
environment, farmers, animals, communities and health. With more than 30% of our personal ecofootprint embodied in the food that we buy, it has never been more important to educate ourselves
and our children about where our food comes from.
At Sustainable Table, we are working to build an engaged community of people who want to learn
about, connect with, and build upon the resilience and regenerative capacity of our food-system.
By fostering collaboration, designing challenging and creative events and campaigns; running
Mt Martha Farmers’ Market; delivering Ripe for Change – a place-based collaborative funding model
that supports food system innovation; and sharing stories and educational content, Sustainable
Table is empowering people to overcome today’s environmental challenges, one meal at a time.

sustainabletable.org.au

Sustainable Table acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of Country
throughout Australia. We honour the rich history, resilience and endless
wisdom of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and pay our
respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
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UPDATE FROM CASSIE DUNCAN,
CO-FOUNDER AND GENERAL MANAGER

Thank you for taking the time to read Sustainable Table’s 2019-20 Annual Report. You will
find more detail on our projects and programs within the report; however, I am delighted to
provide a short overview and some personal insights into the year we had.
As the year unfolded, no one could have predicted that Australia would experience its deadliest fire season yet,
closely followed by a pandemic.
The COVID-19 crisis has posed major challenges to our food system and has highlighted key areas of vulnerability
across the supply chain. Yet it has also stimulated rapid innovation in Victoria’s food system - particularly in short
supply chains that connect farmers with communities. Through our Ripe for Change program and in our work
more broadly, we have been heartened and energised by the rapid way in which many food-focussed not-forprofits and small businesses adapted to an increase in demand for fresh, safe and locally grown food.
During this time, Sustainable Table advocated to State Government to build stimulus initiatives to strengthen
Victoria’s food system and economy by investing in short food supply chains and regenerative farming; and
plan to continue this work. We were also invited to participate in a Food Systems COVID-19 Working Group,
coordinated by VicHealth, which is ongoing and has supported some wonderful cross-sector collaboration.
The 2019-20 financial year saw us launch our very first Mt Martha Farmers’ Market in November 2019, which was
a huge and challenging undertaking, however, we are exceptionally proud of the zero-waste ethos we adopted and
the community support it gained in such a short time. Sadly, the Mornington Peninsula Shire ordered the closure
of farmers’ markets during the pandemic, despite the State and Federal Government deeming them an essential
service. We are currently advocating for the re-launch of our market, so we can continue to provide a regular outlet
for eaters, growers, makers and bakers along the Mornington Peninsula and beyond.
A moment that particularly stood out to me this year was during our January farmers’ market, which took place
whilst the bushfires were raging. Like many people across the country, we felt helpless to the destruction we were
witnessing on our TV screens. In a small, but uplifting gesture, we arranged a fundraiser for the Mt Martha CFA
(who had left their hub to battle the fires) as part of the market. We were overwhelmed by the generosity of the Mt
Martha community and our stallholders who all chipped in as volunteers and with donations, which enabled us to
raise over $2,500 in just a few hours. The sense of community and togetherness that was created on that day will
stay with me for a long time.
Again, COVID-19 disrupted our plans for Ripe for Change, however, after much discussion and consideration,
we decided to press ahead with our community grants round and were thrilled with the reception it received as
it progressed into its third year. Excitingly, plans are also underway to explore a replication of Ripe for Change in
the Mackay-Whitsundays region of Queensland. This is in response to the ever-present threat to the Great Barrier
Reef due to climate change and water-quality changes caused by run-off from agriculture and other industries.
We seek to explore the potential to transition agricultural systems to be enhancers, regenerators and protectors of
the world’s largest living organism, whilst also supporting existing groups to build a stronger and more diversified
local food system in the region.
There is so much more I could say, but I don’t want to ruin the surprise of reading the full report!
As always, thank you to all our incredible supporters and donors who make our work possible, it’s hard to believe
Sustainable Table is now eleven years old.
Cheers,

Cassie x
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A place-based program, delivered by
Sustainable Table, that awards community
grants, fosters collaboration and partnerships
and advocates for its stakeholders at a
local and state level.
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RIPE FOR CHANGE

Ripe for Change is a place-based community grants program delivered by Sustainable Table, in
partnership with founding philanthropic partners, Morris Family Foundation and The Garry White
Foundation. It is designed to improve our food-system and deliver enhanced health, employment and
sustainability outcomes for the population and environment.
Ripe for Change began in 2017-18, following an in-depth
review of local food-system challenges in Victoria. This
revealed the key leverage points where philanthropic
engagement could have the most meaningful impact at a
community level.
Taking a ‘place-based’ approach has proven an effective
way to empower community-led solutions. Since inception,
Ripe for Change has developed deep connections within
Casey, Cardinia, and the Mornington Peninsula, which
forms a highly productive region of Victoria’s foodbowl.

Over $330,000 has now been awarded in food-system grants;
strong relationships have been formed; and Ripe for Change
has evolved as a powerful connector in the region.
Ripe for Change is extending its impact each year through
research, facilitation, government advocacy and attracting
new philanthropic partnerships.
Excitingly, planning is now underway to replicate this
successful model in North Queensland (MackayWhitsundays).
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RIPE FOR CHANGE IMPACT AREAS

Four Impact Areas have been developed and honed over the course of the Ripe for Change program,
in close consultation with over 30 key local stakeholders.
These Impact Areas guide project selection to ensure that that a cross-section of groups who drive food-system improvements
are represented in the granting process.

IMPACT AREA 1

IMPACT AREA 3

Farming for Regeneration & Resilience

Nutritious & Local Food for All

Nature is integral to food production; with soil, water, bees,
insects and other flora and fauna all providing essential
ecosystem services. With increasing threats such as
urbanisation, environmental degradation, pollution and the
added challenge of climate change, there is urgent work to
be done to build the security of our future food supply whilst
protecting biodiversity and regenerating the land.

The food system should provide everyone with access to
healthy, nutritious and culturally appropriate food, grown in
an ecologically sound way; however, Australians experiencing
disadvantage face greater barriers of affordability and
access. We believe that increasing food literacy, equipping
people with the skills to embrace a healthier way of eating
and helping people to experience stronger connections to
each other through food, improves community wellbeing,
health and food security.

Project examples
•	Regional on-farm biodiversity planting to encourage and
protect food pollinators and beneficial organisms facing
increasing environmental threats.
•	A program that supports local farmers to transition to
regenerative farming by building soil health and adopting
climate sensitive practices that encourage biodiversity
and help to sequester carbon.

IMPACT AREA 2
Innovative Enterprises
Many groups striving to improve the local food-system
are exploring or expanding innovative business models
that ensure healthy and sustainable food is available and
accessible to all. Farmers are leading the charge to transform
our food system, yet they face many barriers including:
access to land, water, customers and the training to maintain
a viable business. We understand that innovation, testing
new business models and accessing enterprise training may
not be achievable without increased capacity and funding to
do so.
Project examples
•	Establishing new models of land ownership/trust/lease
to encourage a new generation of farmers who have not
inherited land.
•	Exploring improved ways to support new/existing local
food distribution and access i.e. food delivery, hubs,
markets.

Project examples
•	Engaging community members in workshops and
programs to increase food skills, food growing capacity
and knowledge.
•	New food access models that address the possible
stigma associated with food relief, so that everyone is
given the opportunity to shop and eat with dignity.

IMPACT AREA 4
Mobilised Communities
Social movements and people power are the catalyst for
systems change. Engaging with the broader community,
educating people and inspiring action-based solutions is an
integral part of galvanising communities and improving our
food system. We seek to support projects undertaking this
important work at a grassroots level.
Project examples
•	A regional program or event that encourages participation
in activities relating to climate change impacts, food bowl
threats or food-system change.
•	Advocating for change of local policies and planning
to increase community access to local, healthy and
nutritious foods.
•	Community education programs that inspire local food
engagement and support e.g. pollinator education
program, behaviour-change campaign, community food
production.
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RIPE FOR CHANGE
GRANT RECIPIENTS
Since 2017, Ripe for Change has
distributed $330,000+ in grants to
41 projects across the Mornington
Peninsula, Casey and Cardinia regions
of Victoria.

Snapshot of 2020
Grant Recipients
For a full list of grants awarded
visit our website.

YOUNG FARMERS CONNECT
Delivered by: Young Farmers Connect
Region: Cardinia, Casey + Mornington
Peninsula
Grant amount: $8,000
Read more.

GROWING FUTURE FARMERS IN
MELBOURNE’S FOODBOWL
Delivered by: Farmer Incubator
Region: Cardinia + Mornington
Peninsula
Grant amount: $20,000

COMMUNITY COOLROOM – IMPROVING
LOCAL FOOD DISTRIBUTION

VICTORIA’S MOST UNWANTED PEST
INSECTS

Delivered by: Edithvale Community
Greengrocer

Delivered by: Mornington Peninsula
Landcare Network

Region: Cardinia, Casey + Mornington
Peninsula

Region: Mornington Peninsula, Casey
+ Cardinia

Grant amount: $10,000

Grant amount: $5,000

Read more.

Read more.

TRADITIONAL WELLNESS
WORKSHOPS

BIG MOB COMMUNITY GARDEN

Delivered by: Wattleseed Nutrition and
Dietetics
Region: Mornington Peninsula
Grant amount: $2,000

Delivered by: Willum Warrain
Aboriginal Association
Region: Mornington Peninsula
Grant amount: $8,280
Read more.

Read more.

MT MARTHA COMMUNITY GARDEN

GREENING THE FOOD BANK

Delivered by: Mt Martha house
community garden

Delivered by: Doveton Neighbourhood
Learning Centre

Region: Mornington Peninsula

Region: Casey

Grant amount: $2,500

Grant amount: $10,000

Read more.

Read more.

Read more.
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GROW IT LOCAL
MORNINGTON PENINSULA

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
TRAINING PROGRAM

Delivered by: Grow It Local, part of the
Garage Sale Trail Foundation

Delivered by: Western Port Catchment
Landcare Network

Region: Mornington Peninsula

Region: Cardinia, Casey + Mornington
Peninsula

Grant amount: $10,000
Read more.

Grant amount: $14,510

SEEDS OF CHANGE
Delivered by: The Food for Change
Foundation
Region: Mornington Peninsula,
Casey + Cardinia
Grant amount: $2,500
Read more.

Read more.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS: A COOKBOOK
FOR KOO WEE RUP + SURROUNDS
Delivered by: Koo Wee Rup Regional
Health Service
Region: Cardinia
Grant amount: $2,500

SEEDS ARE FREE AU

FUTURE SEEDS NURSERY

Delivered by: Peninsula Edible
Landscapes

Delivered by: Living Learning
Pakenham Inc.

Region: Mornington Peninsula

Region: Cardinia

Grant amount: $1,000

Grant amount: $13,320

Read more.

Read more.

FARM TO FORK

WHAT’S BUGGING YOU?

Delivered by: The Function Group
Australia

Delivered by: Cesar

Read more.

COLLECT, COOK, AND CONSUME:
CARDINIA FARMED FOOD
Delivered by: Sustain: The Australian
Food Network
Region: Cardinia
Grant amount: $10,000

Region: Mornington Peninsula

Region: Mornington Peninsula, Casey
+ Cardinia

Grant amount: $10,000

Grant amount: $3,000

Read more.

Read more.

Read more.
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RIPE FOR CHANGE

Program highlights
Ripe for Change and the projects that have been supported
through the program, have achieved so much over the past
three-years, below are just a few of these achievements.

•	
Delivered 3 food-system research reports and
contributed to two influential research publications. You
can access these reports, letters and publications here.

•

•	Ripe for Change funded projects directly benefited
3,500+ people through:

•

 ecured $780,000+ in philanthropic support,
S
collaborating with 9 funding partners (including funds
secured for the 2020-21 Program/QLD replication, yet to
be delivered)
Distributed $330,000+ in grants to 41 projects

•	Facilitated 120+ new connections between projects,
organisations and initiatives
•	Initiated 9 successful project collaborations and
connected 4 projects to external funding ($60,000+
secured to date)
•	Led the coordination of 30+ co-signatories across the
Victorian food sector in support of a letter to State
Government, advocating for greater investment in
sustainable, local food-systems

–

46 community events, attracting 1,800+ participants

–	Assisting 800+ people to regularly engage with
community gardens/farms or community food
initiatives (e.g. farmers markets, CSA schemes)
–	Supporting 850+ vulnerable community members
per week to engage with food relief programs and
community meals that improve access to fresh and
local food.
Conclusion
Ripe for Change has excitingly secured funding to replicate
the program in the Mackay-Whitsundays region of
Queensland during 2020-21 and will soon be seeking funding
to extend its program in the Mornington Peninsula, Casey and
Cardinia regions of Victoria.

Philanthropic partners
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A monthly VFMA accredited farmers’
market launched in November 2019
by Sustainable Table
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MT MARTHA FARMERS’ MARKET

Mt Martha Farmers’ Market was launched by Sustainable Table on Saturday 2nd November 2019 and
has been successful in creating a community-led VFMA accredited local farmers’ market that also
provides leadership and education on waste-free living.
Mt Martha Farmers’ Market is held on 1st Saturday of the
month around the grounds of Mt Martha House Community
Centre and offers a regular option for the community to
purchase fresh, seasonal produce direct from local farmers
and producers; encouraging food purchasing habits that
enable those who grow our food to connect with those who
eat it, whilst receiving a fair price for their food.

Unfortunately, the establishment of Mt Martha Farmers’
Market has been marred by a lack of support received by the
Mornington Peninsula Shire, which led to significant delays
and costs to the program, and continues to do so. Despite
this, we are exceptionally proud that our small team was
able to launch and deliver Mt Martha Farmers’ Market and
received incredible community support.

Mt Martha Farmers’ Market is Victorian Farmers’ Market
Association (VFMA) accredited to provide shoppers with
assurance that products meet a high ethical standard and
are sold by the people who grow/make the produce.

The market was made possible thanks to the generous
support of the Victorian Government’s Pick My Project
community grants initiative.
Address: Mt Martha House, 466 Esplanade, Mt Martha

Market currently paused by Mornington Peninsula Shire due to COVID-19
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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Mt Martha Farmers’ Market is underpinned by a strong ethical and zero-waste ethos, which led
to a number of achievements which we would like to share.
Some of our key highlights have been detailed in this section.

Zero Waste Ethos
•	We developed a strong zero-waste ethos as documented
in our Ethos Document and Zero Waste Checklist
(pictured below).
•	Developed a Washed up. Not Wasted. station
We provided all reusable cups, cutlery and crockery
for attendees and food stalls to use during the market.
People were then asked to wash their items at our wash
station, run by a staff member and volunteers. During the
establishment of our Wash Station, we sourced as many
items second-hand as we could, these included:

•	Prevented 4,000 litres of waste from ending up in
landfill.
It is estimated that an average event with food creates
1 litre of waste per attendee, with this in mind, most
markets would generate anywhere between 500-1000
litres of waste per event. Our landfill waste across 8
markets fit into one 2-litre ice-cream tub.
•	Diverted approx. 2,400 coffee cups from landfill by
providing reusable cups.
•

All tables handmade from reclaimed timber flooring.

+ 600 Reusable cups made of rice husks, sourced from a
closed business

•

All eclectic chairs donated or bought second-hand.

+ Cutlery collected from various op-shops

•

2 of our 4 marquees sourced second-hand.

+ Cutlery holders sourced from a school fete

•	At the conclusion of each market we had just a small
bucket of compost, a handful of recyclables and a tiny
amount of landfill – often items that had been brought to
site and left.

+ Second-hand urn (tagged and tested afterwards)
+ Donated and op-shop tea-towels and aprons
+ Bamboo bowls from small business
(new, as needed to be uniform and light for
transportation onto site)

OUR VALUES

TOWARDS ZERO WASTE

Being a Victorian Farmers’ Market Association (VFMA) accredited market we
provide assurance that those who produce the food are the ones selling it.

Mt Martha Farmers’ Market is working hard to deliver a zerowaste market, setting the benchmark for how communityled action can tackle the war on waste.
We aim to deliver a market free of food waste, landfill waste and singleuse plastic.
Launching a market in a beautiful and popular coastal destination,
surrounded by community members who care deeply about preserving
the natural beauty of the region provides us with the perfect opportunity
to deliver solutions to our waste problem that residents and visitors can
participate in and learn from.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS continued

Examples of stallholders embracing zero-waste
•	Peninsula Nut Co. transitioned to all bulk offerings where
customers brought their own containers or were offered a
compostable paper bag when selecting nuts and muesli.
•	280 Fresh Veg offered all vegetables loose, tomatoes in
paper bags and transitioned to compostable punnets for
their berries.
•	Mrs Nicks Vineyard writes directly onto their wine bottles
to avoid labels, they also use shot glasses for tastings to
avoid single-use items.
•	Etch Sparkling used shot glasses for tastings to avoid
single-use items.
•	Sunny Ridge Strawberries offered berries in compostable
punnets.
•	Dillicious Pickles offered a $1 discount on the next order
for every empty jar that was returned for re-use.
•	Little Olive Café only served coffee and hot drinks from

our reusable cups or from reusable cups customers had
brought with them. They also used reusable teaspoons
and side plates for snacks provided by our Washed up.
Not Wasted. station.
•	All readymade stalls used the reusable plates and cutlery
we supplied. No plastic straws were permitted, and all
napkins were compostable.
•	No plastic bags were permitted on-site. We offered
Boomerang Bags to borrow or for $2 to those who forgot
their own (Boomerang Bags are made by volunteers using
donated fabric). We also sold reusable mesh produce
bags for loose fruit and veg to avoid single-use plastic
bags (made by Boomerang Bags, using donated curtain/
fabric).
•	Gorgeous George sold all dips in reusable and returnable
glass jars.
•	Roving Refills attended all markets to provide an option
for customers to buy cleaning and personal care items
using their own containers.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS continued

Community Engagement + Education
•	On average we had 500+ people in attendance at each
market, totalling 4,000 people across the 8 markets
delivered.
•	
Social media growth in one year:
Instagram 3,000+ followers
Facebook 1,100+ followers
•	Co-hosted a screening of the Biggest Little Farm with Mt
Martha House Community Garden. We sold out the whole
private screening in Rosebud and had 230 people in
attendance, a fabulous nod to people’s engagement with
the market and interest in sustainable farming.
•	In partnership with Boomerang Bags we have a recycle
station at our market for hard-to-recycle items (pictured
on p.11) such as toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes,
electricals and batteries. We plan to grow this program as
it attracts more support.
•	At our January market we raised $2,535 for the Mt
Martha CFA in response to the bushfire disaster. We
achieved this impressive tally hosting a sausage sizzle
and running a raffle that our stallholders kindly donated
product to. We did a community call-out for volunteers
and received an overwhelming response, there were far
more volunteer offers than we could accomodate. The
Boomerang Bag group also donated all their market
takings for the day. An incredible display of community
support.
•

 ur January market during the bushfire tragedy
O
provided a place for the community to connect
during a time when many people felt quite helpless
and somewhat afraid. We could see that providing
this important meeting place and offering volunteer
opportunities to support the bushfire relief response
meant a lot to people.

•	Mt Martha Farmers’ Market has led to a partnership with
Mt Martha Community Garden, which is just establishing.
We have now entered into a collaborative partnership
with auspicing provided via Sustainable Table, to support
them to get off the ground - as well as provide branding,
communications and advisory support. This community
garden will be located on the same site as the market and
further activates local food engagement, production and
knowledge amongst the community.

Conclusion
There is no doubt that the small team at
Sustainable Table and Mt Martha Farmers’
Market had to overcome many obstacles to
launch our market, however, we are exceptionally
proud of what we achieved in a short space of
time.
Sustainable Table created a regular monthly farmers’ market,
with seasonal twilight markets to complement the offering
and provide a place for locals to connect with Mt Martha
House Community Centre.
Although COVID-19 has resulted in our market being placed
on hold, we hope to re-launch in due course and continue
building momentum for a resilient local food-system, where
more of people’s shopping dollar stays within the community
and reaches the people who grow or make our food. We also
intend to continue to lead by example by illustrating to our
shoppers, members of government and business leaders
how to create a world without waste.

•	
Engaged over 50 volunteers throughout the grant period.
Many came out of the CFA bushfire fundraiser call-out,
and some of those have since chosen to remain as
regular volunteers. We also have a core group of around
10 volunteers who regularly support the market to
operate.
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EDUCATION, ADVOCACY
+ BEHAVIOUR CHANGE
Sustainable Table is a leader in food-system
education and advocacy, delivered via online
platforms including a website and social
media and through the delivery of
campaigns, events and workshops.
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WEBSITE

Sustainable Table’s website provides information about
how to advocate for a fair, ethical, humane, and healthy food
system by changing the way we shop and eat.

•	
Where to shop – guides on where and how to shop,
including our ethical shopping pyramid, bulk food
directory and ethical meat suppliers directory.

The website attracts significant traffic with over
50,000 pageviews per month. The website is content
and resource rich and requires significant work to ensure
information remains current and relevant.

•

 easonal produce guide – this is our most visited page
S
on our website and has a comprehensive list of what is in
season in Australia.

•

Downloadable resources – a library of resources for
schools, groups and community members who would like
to learn more about our food-system issues.

•

Blog – a collection of posts on sustainable living and
eating.

Some of the most popular sections of our website include:
•	
All things ethical eating – an introduction to issues
within our food-system with tools and resources on how
to reduce meat consumption, select truly free-range
meat and sustainable seafood and to reduce food and
packaging waste.
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SOCIAL MEDIA + DATABASE

Sustainable Table manages an active Facebook and
Instagram account to engage a growing audience in themes
around ethical eating and sustainable living. Throughout the
year we run series and campaigns including topics such as;
Plastic Free July, Growing at Home and Sustainable Seafood.

Instagram – 13,600+ followers
Facebook – 15,000 likes + 17,000 followers
Database – 9,000 email addresses
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WORKSHOPS + EVENTS

Sustainable Table runs a number of events, workshops and speaking engagements throughout
the year to further engage people in food sustainability.
In recent times, Sustainable Table hasn’t been well-funded
to be proactive in hosting events, so has predominantly
focussed on paid engagements through council and
corporate partners.
Topics that have are covered, include:
•	
We need to talk about waste – A practical guide to
adopting a zero-waste lifestyle.
•	
What’s food got to do with it? – A 10 step guide to
reducing your eco-footprint by changing the way you shop
and eat.

•	
Meet your meat – How to be a mindful meat eater and
reduce your consumption to improve environmental and
animal welfare outcomes.
•

Sustainable seafood – What’s happening to our oceans
and waterways, what the heck is sustainable seafood and
how do I find it?

For more information about Sustainable Table’s events,
workshops and consulting, visit our website
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FOOD-SYSTEM PARTNERS

Open Food Network
In June 2019, Sustainable Table went into a formal
partnership with Open Food Network (OFN) to provide
auspice services and strategic communications support.
This partnership was an outcome of a long and strong
working relationship on various other projects, including a
pilot food hub model.

Another feature of OFN enables farmers to sell collectively
through food hubs, cooperatives and via online farmers’
markets. This increases the range on offer for the shopper,
increases sales opportunities for producers and enables
shared logistics and a focus on locality, which supports
regional economies and a fair and sustainable food-system.

OFN is a social enterprise online marketplace that makes
it easy to shop online and buy locally grown food, direct
from farmers. Buying this way enables shoppers to build
connections with the people who grow our food, whilst
learning about how and why they grow what they do. It also
provides certainty around where our shopping dollar is going
and who it supports.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, OFN has experienced a
surge in demand and has supported hundreds of farmers,
farmers’ markets and food enterprises to start selling online
and distribute food safely. OFN is 100% open source and forpurpose, which means everything is reinvested in supporting
farmers to build fair supply networks.
Sustainable Table is supporting OFN to grow their revenue
streams, philanthropic partnerships and to build a strong
platform for communications and growth.
openfoodnetwork.org.au
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FOOD-SYSTEM PARTNERS continued

Mt Martha House Community Garden
Sustainable Table is delighted to become the charity partner
to support Mt Martha House Community Garden to become
established. Located on the same site as Sustainable Table’s
monthly farmers’ market, the Community Garden is the
culmination of a group of passionate locals who would like
to bring the local community together in support of food
production and sustainable living.
Mt Martha House Community Garden will be located around
the grounds of the historic cottage alongside Mt Martha
House Community Centre, 466 Esplanade, Mt Martha.
Sustainable Table will provide auspice, communications and
community support to draw a strong connection between
our farmers’ market and the importance of supporting
community food production and the transfer of skills.

Food Connect Foundation
Sustainable Table is thrilled to partner with the Food Connect
Foundation to support the replication of their Food Hub
model across Australia.
Founded in 2009, the Food Connect Foundation is building
on the pioneering achievements of their award-winning social
enterprise, Food Connect Brisbane.
Food Connect Foundation’s vision is to create a world where
everyone has access to healthy, fresh, ecologically-grown
food that is fair to growers, eaters, and the planet. The team
want to transform the food-system – and believe the next
step towards this vision is to create working local food
hubs for the regional food economy, that are owned by the
community.

Food Connect Shed – replication readiness
In late 2018, the Food Connect Foundation entered a brave
new world of equity crowdfunding and miraculously raised
over $2million to purchase and retrofit the Food Connect
Shed, which is now home to a thriving food hub and many
food social enterprises. The success of this campaign,
and indeed model, was in many ways thanks to the vision
and talent of the founders, Robert Pekin and Emma-Kate
Rose, who have incredible capacity to support community
engagement and shared ownership.
The very fact that over $2millon was raised is testament
to the strength of the community’s belief in a model that
values human capital, animals and a style of farming that
regenerates our landscape.

With this vast breadth of knowledge and skills, Robert
Pekin and the team are now seeking to replicate this model
amongst communities who are looking for an alternative
food-system model that leads to a fair price for farmers and
eaters, a healthier environment and a more localised and
resilient food sector in Australia.
The Food Connect Shed replication model will specifically
service the growing need of small-to-medium sized farmers
producing too large volumes for direct markets but exposed
to vagaries of central markets. This group of farmers will
be able to further develop the use of regenerative farming
practices that improve soil and water conservation, thereby
creating deeper impact in regional and rural areas.
Sustainable Table has been a long-time follower and admirer
of what Food Connect does, particularly the mind-blowingly
innovative step to invite the community to collectively
own the Food Connect Shed – and they succeeded! We
passionately believe that we need people to push the
envelope, to constantly challenge and evolve what we are
doing when it comes to growing, sourcing, distributing and
eating food. Food Connect, under the leadership of Robert
Pekin and Emma-Kate Rose, have been trailblazers where
this is concerned, so when we were approached to support
their next move, we were humbled and excited.
Sustainable Table will provide administrative,
communications and general partnership support in the hope
that we can play a small part in realising a food system that
values all those within it.
Re-imagining our future through food may be our best and
only hope!
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THANK YOU

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Sustainable Table, its
programs, activities and partnerships throughout the 2019-20 financial year.
In the following section you will find the Reviewed Financial Statements, year ended 30 June 2020.
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SUSTAINABLE TABLE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020
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Financial Statements
Year ended 30 June 2020
Sustainable Table Limited
ABN 44 137 129 787
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Chartered Accountants
& Business Advisors
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Income statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$
Sales
Sales - Cookbooks
Sales – Events & Fundraising
Sales – Product Sales & Stalls

2019
$

361.32
2548.20
16,249.85

231.28
-

Less: cost of sales
Purchases

3,706.14

-

Gross profit (loss) from trading

15,453.23

Other income
Annual Membership
Consulting Fees
Covid-19 Cash Boost
Donations
Events & Fundraising
Grants Income
Interest Received
Other revenue

Expenses
Accountancy Fees
Advertising
Bank Charges
Contract Work
Depreciation
Entertainment Expenses
Events
Grants awarded - Ripe for Change
Graphic Design & Branding
Hire of Plant & Equipment
Insurance
Internet Expenses
Local Development Partners
Market Equipment
Marketing & Business Development costs
Permits, Licenses & Fees
Postage
Printing & Stationery
Project Admin Fees
Provision for Annual Leave

372.69
5,175.00
15,678.00
664,715.64
15,600.00
24,854.55
1,996.49
218.89

1,325.00
213,043.00
3,900.00
132,209.99
2,318.00
6,821.00

728,611.26

359,616.99

744,064.49

359,848.27

3,827.18
740.45
65.31
99,831.34
47.00
17,371.72
199,390.00
11,178.40
1,862.30
2,353.14
229.31
10,800.00
9,190.48
36,712.39
323.26
1,631.60
41,293.64
5,770.25

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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231.28

2,081.98
827.88
47,037.57
62.00
36.37
1,440.00
22,000.00
302.85
1,303.75
36.36
11,339.94
2,304.00
865.77
3,850.37
(1,883.20)

Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Income statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$
Provision for Long Service Leave
Staff Training & Welfare
Subscriptions
Sundry Expenses
Superannuation Contributions
Travelling Expenses
Venue Hire Fees
Wages
Website

Net profit

3,991.86
151.81
567.61
7,986.08
84.31
2,378.18
84,063.40
5,491.57

47,394.21
-

547,332.59

147,092.37

196,731.90

212,755.90

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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2019
$
(216.89)
174.73
3,256.75
375.49
4,502.44
-

Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Statement of changes in equity
For the year ended 30 June 2020

Net profit
Retained earnings at the beginning of the financial year
Retained earnings at the end of the financial year

2020
$
196,731.90
271,878.31

2019
$
212,755.90
59,122.41

468,610.21

271,878.31

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Balance sheet
For the year ended 30 June 2020
Note
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Trade and other receivables

3
4

2020
$

2019
$

497,338.34
1,440.00

292,969.01
130.00

498,778.34

293,099.01

170.79

217.79

170.79

217.79

498,949.13

293,316.80

3,497.22
313.04
26,528.66

3,627.92
1,044.02
16,766.55

Total current liabilities

30,338.92

21,438.49

Total liabilities

30,338.92

21,438.49

468,610.21

271,878.31

Retained earnings

468,610.21

271,878.31

Total members' funds

468,610.21

271,878.31

Total current assets
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment

5

Total non-current assets
Total assets
Current liabilities
Trade and other payables
Borrowings
Provisions

6
7
8

Net assets
Members' funds

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 June 2020
The financial statements cover Sustainable Table Limited as an individual entity. Sustainable Table Limited is a
not-for-profit association incorporated in Victoria. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commissions Act 2012 ('the Act').

Comparatives are consistent with prior years, unless otherwise stated.
1 Basis of preparation
In the opinion of the Committee of Management, the association is not a reporting entity since there are unlikely to
exist users of the financial statements who are not able to command the preparation of reports tailored so as to satisfy
specifically all of their information needs. These special purpose financial statements have been prepared to meet the
reporting requirements of the Act.
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the recognition and measurement requirements of
the Australian Accounting Standards and Accounting Interpretations, and the disclosure requirements of AASB 101
Presentation of Financial Statements, AASB 107 Statement of Cash Flows, AASB 108 Accounting Policies, Changes
in Accounting Estimates and Errors and AASB 1054 Australian Additional Disclosures.
Significant accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these financial statements are presented below and are
consistent with prior reporting periods unless otherwise stated.
The financial statements have been prepared on an accruals basis and are based on historical costs modified, where
applicable, by the measurement at fair value of selected non-current assets, financial assets and financial liabilities.
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless stated otherwise,
have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report.
2 Summary of significant accounting policies

Income tax
The association is exempt from income tax under Division 50 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
Revenue and other income
Revenue is recognised when the amount of the revenue can be measured reliably, it is probable that economic
benefits associated with the transaction will flow to the Association and specific criteria relating to the type of revenue
as noted below, has been satisfied.
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable and is presented net of returns,
discounts and rebates.
Sale of goods
Revenue is recognised on transfer of goods to the customer as this is deemed to be the point in time when risks and
rewards are transferred and there is no longer any ownership or effective control over the goods.

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 June 2020
Rendering of services
Revenue in relation to rendering of services is recognised depending on whether the outcome of the services can be
estimated reliably. If the outcome can be estimated reliably then the stage of completion of the services is used to
determine the appropriate level of revenue to be recognised in the period.
If the outcome cannot be reliably estimated then revenue is recognised to the extent of expenses recognised that are
recoverable.
Revenue from training services is generally recognised once the training has been delivered.
Interest revenue
Interest is recognised using the effective interest method.

Goods and services tax (GST)
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount of GST incurred
is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).
Receivables and payables are stated inclusive of GST.
Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents comprises cash on hand, demand deposits and short‑term investments which are readily
convertible to known amounts of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of change in value.

Property, plant and equipment
Each class of property, plant and equipment is carried at cost or fair value less, where applicable, any accumulated
depreciation and impairment.
Property, plant and equipment is depreciated on a straight-line basis over the asset's useful life to the Association,
commencing when the asset is ready for use.
Employee benefits
Provision is made for the association's liability for employee benefits arising from services rendered by employees to
the end of the reporting period. Employee benefits that are expected to be wholly settled within one year have been
measured at the amounts expected to be paid when the liability is settled.
Employee benefits expected to be settled more than one year after the end of the reporting period have been
measured at the present value of the estimated future cash outflows to be made for those benefits. In determining the
liability, consideration is given to employee wage increases and the probability that the employee may satisfy vesting
requirements. Cash flows are discounted using market yields on high quality corporate bond rates incorporating
bonds rated AAA or AA by credit agencies, with terms to maturity that match the expected timing of cash flows.
Changes in the measurement of the liability are recognised in profit or loss.

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 June 2020
Impairment of non-financial assets
At the end of each reporting period, the association determines whether there is an evidence of an impairment
indicator for non‑financial assets.
Where this indicator exists and regardless for goodwill, indefinite life intangible assets and intangible assets not yet
available for use, the recoverable amount of the assets is estimated.
Where assets do not operate independently of other assets, the recoverable amount of the relevant cash‑generating
unit (CGU) is estimated.
The recoverable amount of an asset or CGU is the higher of the fair value less costs of disposal and the value in use.
Value in use is the present value of the future cash flows expected to be derived from an asset or cash‑generating
unit.
Where the recoverable amount is less than the carrying amount, an impairment loss is recognised in profit or loss.
Reversal indicators are considered in subsequent periods for all assets which have suffered an impairment loss,
except for goodwill.
Provisions
Provisions are recognised when the association has a legal or constructive obligation, as a result of past events, for
which it is probable that an outflow of economic benefits will result and that outflow can be reliably measured.

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 June 2020
Note

2020
$

2019
$

3 Cash and cash equivalents
Cash on Hand
MMFM Bond
Petty Cash Imprest
NAB Cash Manager (7024)
NAB Cash Manager (4161)
PayPal

392.85
1,050.00
65.00
11,136.22
482,618.51
2,075.76

392.85
83,488.19
208,715.01
372.96

497,338.34

292,969.01

1,440.00

130.00

1,440.00

130.00

4 Trade and other receivables
Current
Trade Debtors

5 Property, plant and equipment

Plant and equipment
Plant & Equipment
Less Accumulated Depreciation

8,420.79
(8,250.00)

8,420.79
(8,203.00)

170.79

217.79

170.79

217.79

3,326.22
230.00
(59.00)

1,024.92
3,130.00
(527.00)

3,497.22

3,627.92

6 Trade and other payables
Current
Sundry Creditors
Superannuation Payable
PAYG Withholding Payable
Provision for GST

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 June 2020
Note

2020
$

2019
$

7 Borrowings
Current
Visa
Workcover Payable

313.04
-

53.91
990.11

313.04

1,044.02

13,320.15
13,208.51

7,549.90
9,216.65

26,528.66

16,766.55

271,878.31
196,731.90

59,122.41
212,755.90

468,610.21

271,878.31

8 Provisions
Current
Provision for Annual Leave
Provision for Long Service Leave

9 Retained earnings
Retained earnings at the beginning of the financial year
Net profit

10 Events occurring after the reporting date
No matter or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which significantly affected or may
significantly affect the operations of the association, the results of those operations or the state of affairs of the
association in future financial years.
11 Statutory information
The registered office and principal place of business of the association is:
Sustainable Table Limited
131 Noone Street, Clifton Hill, Vic 3068

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$

2019
$

Operating Activities
Receipts from customers
Payments to suppliers and employees
Cash receipts from other operating activities

728,964.05
(537,043.21)
12,448.49

359,444.99
(146,503.69)
2,318.00

Net Cash Flows from Operating Activities

204,369.33

215,259.30

Operating Activities
Payment for Property, Plant & Equipment
Net Cash Flows from Financing Activities

-

-

Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and Cash Equivalents at beginning of period
Cash and Cash Equivalents at end of period

292,969.01
497,338.34

77,709.71
292,969.01

Net change in cash for period

204,369.33

215,259.30

Page 10

Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Taxation schedule of property, plant and equipment
For the year ended 30 June 2020
----------------------------Disposals---------------------------Asset
Description
Plant & Equipment
Video Camera
HP Elitebook
Toshiba R850 Notebook & Accessories

Grand Total

Acquisition Private
Date
Use%

01/07/2016
01/07/2016
01/07/2016

-

Original
Cost

Opening
Adjusted
Value

2,020.00
665.00
3,546.00

212.00
1.00
5.00

6,231.00

6,231.00

Disposal
Date

Termination
Value

Effective
Life or %

Deductible

-

-

218.00

-

218.00

-

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report of Schwarz & Reynolds Pty Ltd.
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-

Assessable

-----Decline in value----

20.00 DV
60.00 DV
60.00 DV

Depreciation
Amount

Closing
Adjusted
Value

43.00
1.00
3.00

169.00
2.00

-

47.00

171.00

-

47.00

171.00

Thursday 12 November 2020

Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Independent audit report to the members of association, Sustainable
Table Limited
Reviewer’s Report
Opinion
We have reviewed the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of Sustainable Table
Limited (the association), which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June 2020, the income statement, and notes to the
financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies and the statement by members of the
committee.
In our opinion, the accompanying financial report of the association for the year ended 30 June 2020 is prepared, in all
material respects, in accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commissions Act 2012 (“ACNC Act”).
Basis of opinion
We conducted our review in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those standards are
further described in the reviewer’s responsibilities for the review of the financial report section of our report. We are
independent of the association in accordance with the auditor independence requirements of the ethical requirements of
the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board's APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the
code) that are relevant to our review of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with the code.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
Emphasis of matter - basis of accounting
We draw attention to note 1 of the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial report has been
prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the registered entity’s financial reporting responsibilities under the ACNC Act. As a
result, the financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.

Responsibility of the Responsible Entities for the Financial Report
The responsible entities of the registered entity are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true
and fair view and have determined that the basis of preparation described in the Notes to the financial report is appropriate
to meet the requirements of the ACNC Act and the needs of the members. The responsible entities’ responsibility also
includes such internal control as the responsible entities determine is necessary to enable the preparation of a financial
report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial report, the responsible entities are responsible for assessing the registered entity’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern
basis of accounting unless the responsible entities either intend to liquidate the registered entity or to cease operations, or
have no realistic alternative but to do so.
The responsible entities are responsible for overseeing the registered entity’s financial reporting process.
The responsible entities are responsible for overseeing the registered entity’s financial reporting process.
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the association's financial reporting process.
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Sustainable Table Limited
ABN: 44 137 129 787
Independent audit report to the members of association, Sustainable
Table Limited
Auditor's responsibilities for the review of the financial report
Our objectives are to obtain limited assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue a reviewer’s report that includes our opinion. Limited assurance
provides a level of comfort and is not a guarantee that a review conducted will always detect a material misstatement when
it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report.
As part of the review, we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the review.
We also:
•

Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, design
and perform review procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than
for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or
the override of internal control.

•

Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and
whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair
presentation.

In our opinion the financial statements are presented fairly, in accordance with the applicable Accounting Standards and
other mandatory professional reporting requirements.

Schwarz & Reynolds
Suite 314, 89-93 High Street
Kew, Victoria 3101

Nikki Schwarz
10 November 2020
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